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May 2007: Trip to Huntsville

I was recently sent to my Second Favorite Town to run some
TOW RF boards on the Redstone Arsenal
Hardware-In-the-Loop (HIL) simulation. Usually, when I go to
Huntsville, it is in the company of several other guys; when
I'm on my own, I get to go where I want to go, and do what I
want to do.

Woodland Hills Family

Since I'm on my own, and I can do what I want, and I've
arrived Wednesday afternoon, I can visit my friends at
Woodland Hills Baptist Church. I have a delightful visit with
some Huntsville brothers and sisters, share some prayer
concerns (for Element and the Youth Minstry here), and I get
their picture:

Left to right, Front Row: Daryl Tacket, Pastor Gary Lawson,
Jack Cahoon, Lanita Cahoon, Faye Wiley, Jeri Baines, Tracy
Franklin, Christy Terrell.

Second Row: Carol Wentz, Patsy Lawson, Carol Bruder,
Sussanne Gibson, Debbie Nash, Ruth Hudson, Carolyn
Clifford.

Third Row: Ernest Stephens, Charles Smith, Nancy Childers,
Gene Baines, Elizabeth Medlen, Peggy McMillan, Bill
McMillan.
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Downtown Huntsville

I am a conoisseur of city downtown areas. Part of this is living
in a city with a marvelous downtown history and a hideous
actual downtown. I have visited a few other cities, such as Ft.
Collins, Colorado, where my sister lives, and they have a
wonderful downtown area. Tucson wants to develop a nicer
downtown, but the Democratic politicians on the City Council
seem to be incapable of making sensible decisions. But
anyways, when I visit a place, I like to check out its downtown.
Huntsville has a very nice one. One of the most interesting
things about Huntsville is, so many of its fine old buildings
survived the Civil War.

ﬁ in 1935, has housed several
“banks, and is occupied by a
“"bank now. I don't know

~i what else you could put in a
# bank building but a bank.
No, there's a police
substation in an former
bank building on Tucson's
east side.

7 x .#% This bank building was built

Not everything is old. This
is the Children's Memorial
i Fountain, which I suppose
children can play in its jets.
I'm guessing most children

are in school today.

i The site where Alabama's
constitution was drafted is
here in downtown
Huntsville, in Constitution
Village. This is the DAR
(Daughters of the American
Revolution) plaque.
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And the official Alabama
State Historical plaque.

SITE-ALABAMA'S FIRS e
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION *#i

! Here, on July 5. 1819 forty-four dele- |

# ates from twenty-two Countles in

i ?he. ‘Alabama Territory met to frame

| a State Constitution which ~was
accepted and signed August 2, 1819,

i Conventlon leadership was furnished
by two Huntsvillians, John Williams
Walker, president, and Clement Comer

chairman of a committee
to draft the document.

The old Huntsville Inn. Now a
lawyers' office.

THE HUNTSVILLE INN
A three~stony brick: building
| erected before 1817
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The Church of Christ building; a
relative newcomer.
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Methodism brought into area 1807

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Huntsville, Alabama

Methodist Society organized at Hunt's !

Spring prior to formation of Madison
ounty; served 1808-1820 by Flint
Circuit traveling ministers. First

Church built 1621 NW corner Clinton
and Gallatin Streets. Present site

acquired
occupled and accidentally bur'I:je:.d

by
Eederals 1864. Corperstone lalc 186

esent sancti

The Methodist Church

1852, church completed 1834,
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The Harrison Brothers
hardware store is one of
' the most fun things in

| the downtown area. In

I the back is the desk used
by the clerks, with some
bank checks made out by
the Harrison Brothers,
and the store safe. You

§ can buy fun things like

&' candy cigarettes (where
did you see those last?)
and sleeping powders.
The store is maintained

and operated by volunteers,
which includes, as I was

pleasantly surprised, one of my
Woodland Hills Baptist friends!

B A volunteer store clerk
stands next to an antique

= NCR (National Cash

4 Register, a company still in
| business) cash register that
they actually use for cash
sales!
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The view down the street
toward the Episcopal
Church. Downtown here is
centered around the
Madison County
Courthouse. Not far away, I
saw an old boy in bib
overalls and straw hat and a
younger man in a
three-piece suit walking
into the Huntsville City
Hall. I love it.

Spring Park

Downtown Huntsville is bi-level; the upper part is built over
the artesian spring that is the original reason for Huntsville's
existence. You can drive south down out of downtown and turn
right along the Spring Park, or you can descend a beautiful
stair right beside the bank building to the spring itself. I'm on
my own, I can do what I want; I do both.

I believe the

“4 spring is still

* active, since water
flows down to
Spring Creek from
it. They seem to
have felt obligated
&8 to put a fountain
& out there in it.
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8
THE BIG SPRING [§E¥E
In 1843, LE:R[;;;::;’:;;12:!';“;1‘:.’:1“.”\\:?leiam H. Pope, _
deeded the site to Huntsyille for one dollar, @ e

fresh water for Huntsville's citizens, and for
thirty years prior to 1950, revenue from the

sale of water was the largest single source

of income for the city's General fund. A §
park/picnic ground was developed around the
spring in 1898. Before that and for mnwé.;. .
years afterward, great crowds atten;iF
religious baptisms held below the small dam

at the spring.

Until 1957, the spring was the main source of 'ﬁﬂ

".'i' e ey T —

i ey
Another plaque. The spring has been the center of town for

many, many years. Still is! Maybe desert folk have a thing
about water...

_ﬁ_“-,

The water tlows from the spring down this canal, which,
according to the plaque, is in the same condition as when it
was used for cotton boats (seems kinda narrow for that, but
I'm ignorant). It proceeds under the street, through a field,
under a Japanese ornamental bridge, and into a large pool.
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There's a
feed-the-ducks
footpath around
the pool. There's
some families
here for an
outing (must be
homeschoolers).
Nice big
fountain. The
water flows out
of the pool under
a bridge carrying
a car traffic
street, and into
another pool with
a nice fountain
next to the Von Braun Convention Center.

S W . The water
¢ 4 continues down a

i straight channel
past some ritzy
= downtown hotels,
== and ends up
- dumping into
~ Spring Creek,

next to the
' railroad trestle.
= Real Huntsville
(as opposed to
cosmopolitan,
Y ornamental
~ Huntsville) starts
) NOW.

Twinkenham

At the early part of the 19th century, Mr. Pope started an
upscale residential area, which he named after the Dicken's
fictonal town of Twinkenham. Eventually, the town would own
the name "Huntsville", but the Twinkenham district retains
this original name. The area is covered with antebellum
mansions, and - contra Tucson - are primarily residences,
rather than lawyer offices.

R T, A S BRI
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LEROY POPE M
1814

Difing the original Madison County Land Sslés of 1808, LeRoy
pape of Fet . secured among oilier purchases a
majority of Section %6, Township 3. Rende | West, the site of
ure town of Twickenham, az Huntsville 'was originally
Pope craated FPoplar Grove Plantation on this site and
hig -home in 1814 in time 0 entertain Gen, Andrew
on his return from the Batile of Horseshoe Bend.
7as among the earliest brick structures in
Inherited By hif s=on., William H. Pope. the mansion
2 sold In 1848 to Dr. Gharles rs Patton, who commissioned
3 ¢ to edd ths handsome Classical Reévival portice.
War. Federal forces built an earthen
aptern approaches to the city.

Another mansion,
with gorgeous
grounds,
fountain and all.
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Get a load of all
_.— that porch space.
_—""— With circulating
fans.

Wow. I believe

. there is a tour of

some of the

= w7 homes here; I'd
ey love to see the

* inside of this one.

buildings, so the usual restrictions of what and how you do
maintenance apply. But they are homes!
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Thomas Bibb

¢ house. Occupied
by family
members (at
least it was when
the plaque was
put up).

THOMAS BIBEB
HOUSE

THOMAS BIBB, FIRST PRESIDENT OF
THE ALABAMA SENATE AND SECOND
GOVERNOH OF ALABAMA, COMPLETED
IHIS EARLY HIGH-STYLE GREEK REVIVAL
HOUSE IN 1836, HAVING OCCUPIED THE
LAND SINCE 1821, THIS WAS HIS TOWN
RESIDENCE, HIS PLANTATION HOME BEING
BELMINA; IN LIMESTONE COUNTY. DIRECT
DESCENDANTS HAVE LIVED HERE SINCE
{927, FEDERAL OFFICERS, INCLUDING .

GENERAL SHERMAN, OCCUPIED THE
HMOUSE DURING THE CIVIL WAR.
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Magnificent!!!

One of the oldest houses 1s the Weeden ome, W;th
apparently famous more for one of the inhabitants.

A huge magnolia
tree, and a long
swing in a tall
tree over green,
green grass.
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i On other trips,
I've dragged

' some guys along
| to see downtown.

| favourite,
particularly the
big porch with
the hanging ferns
' and climbing
vines.

g houses. In town. Another contra
Tucson, where people capable of having large houses prefer
not to be downtown, which is a pity, for even in Tucson, there
are nice old houses downtown.

Maple Hill Cemetary

Okay, one more place. Not downtown, but not far away; up the
hill from the city core, toward Mount Sano. The "upscale"
cemetary, somewhat like our own Evergreen, and like our
Evergreen, contains the remains of some of our prominent
citizens. However, unlike anything in Tucson, Maple Hill was
founded very early in the city's history and has remained. The
original Tucson cemetary was, similarly, close to downtown,
but was removed and built over as the city grew and people
had no sense or care about the heritage. I don't know where
1(:ihe graves of those Tucson pioneers are now. Maybe nobody
oes.

TR N R o (T Rlaiar i OO TN MR S0 5 P O e £ o T I O T AT e

15 of 20 07/30/2007 08:07 AM



dlormand - Family file:///home/david/website/david hsv 07.html

& There are some

g large funeral

# monuments in

¢® Evergreen, but

f nothing like this
place. Especially
the tall obelisk
type things

= characteristic of
the 19th Century.

e TR W SRR
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Rather an ornate monument.
4 Some money went into this
one. But then, they were
related to Thomas Bibb, of
the mansion. Note: She was
born within ten years of the
Revolution, and she's buried
here.

ere are amous peob e . ere's part of the
Patton family. Look, lots of available space Want to rub
shoulders with Huntsville notables?
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overnor Patton's grave

One Patton son
died at Selma.
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Another Patton
son died at
Shiloh.

Maple Hill is famous for the memorial to the Confederate war
dead buried here.
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JOHM O HUOOHLS
PVT OO A 19 ALA ISFANTRY

CIOROT WILCOX
T OD D 33 ALA DFANTREY

COMPEDERATE FTATEE ARMT
WAR Tk Fial

~

with markers of war dead

e fence 1s lined
headstones say "Unknown"

unit.

IR OO D ¥ ALA DEaxTRY |
CONPUDTRATE (TATTS ALY

. Here are memorials of the Wilcox
brothers who served and died in the same Alabama infantry

HUSTON JACKSON

BLAN, ¥F ENAD

JAMES A WILOOX
YT OO0 1) ALS BEaANTAY
COEFIDINATY STATED AXMYT

o~
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